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FOREWORD 


A thousandfold echo of voices, defying 
God and His Word, is heard all around us. 
New religions proclaim a false Christ. 
Books of unbelief flood the market. In this 
little volume we shall try to reassure those 
faltering in the faith. There is no cause for 
alarm. Let us repeat the fact so often for- 
gotten: “The Word of our God shall stand 


forever !” 
F. BETTEX. 


Ueberlingen, Germany, 
August, 1907. 
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SOCERIEIOEE 


NX Ge 4%} OW insignificant is man up 
= hE 4 on this little earth, whirled 


eee H about through infinite space 
ATE 


together with millions of 

a Schaul—t| worlds unknown to him! 
How transient his life and of how little 
worth! We come to earth as tiny and help- 
less babes. We have to be carefully guarded 
for years, requiring others to nourish and 
clothe us. <A third of our existence 1s 
‘needed for preparation. Another third is 
devoted to a more or less arduous struggle 
for the daily bread. Before we know it, old 
age has arrived, the evening of life. Adda 
few years and you have _ hoary-headed 
senility, shoved on the shelf by the rising 
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generation. Short periods of decrepitude, 
illness—-death. 

These are hard and sober facts. No 
braggadocio can change them. And though 
art and science had reached dimensions a 
thousand times more gigantic than at 
present, they would not be able to change 
even an iota of human misery and struggle. 
How could they relieve your family cares 
and worries, your financial difficulties, 
scandal and calumny, illness, old age and 
decay? Nor will they assist you, when 
death comes stealing around your bed, in- 
visible but patient, slowly and surely claim- 
ing your life. 

Moreover, we are not certain of anything. 
Accidents on land and sea, paralytic 
strokes, undreamed of disasters all around 
us! Thousands of our fellowmen are con- 
tinually disappearing, their plans and 
dreams consigned to the limbo of oblivion. 
Whither have they gone? What are they 
doing on the other side of the curtain? 
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How do they feel among the innumerable 
shadows awaiting the hour of judgment? 

Or is this a foolish supposition? I know 
that there are people who from the height 
of their “glorious enlightenment” smile up- 
on our religious scruples. They chase away 
such thoughts and lose themselves in the 
dissipations of sport and business, ridicul- 
ing such teachings over a glass of cham- 
pagne and amid the throng of frivolous 
associates. Butit’sahollowlaugh. Sifting 
the matter we find the snake of cowardice 
coiling around the gay flowers of their 
mockery. They lack courage to face the 
stern reality of things. They dodge the 
ereat fact of death and the greater problem: 
What can I do to affect my life in the 
‘Beyond? 

Or is there no star in the night, no guide 
to point the way? Reason may help us to 
appreciate the material universe, to design 
practical methods of exploiting it. It 
teaches us to build and plant, to buy and 
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sell. But as soon as it tries to solve prob- 
lems of statesmanship and society, of ethics 
and conduct, it is torn to shreds, one 
civilization superseding another. This ac- 
counts for the innumerable discords of 
modern life. Reason is a lamp, but it needs 
constant trimming and at times goes out 
altogether. 

Let us illustrate. Ask reason whether 
this world is finite or infinite. If finite, then 
it is too small for man who is ever looking 
“before and after’ and demands some an- 
swer to the great “Whence” and “Whither.” 
If infinite, then it lies beyond our power of 
comprehension and undermines all scientific 
attempts. Can reason understand matter? 
Look at the atom, indivisible and immut- 
able, which approaching another atom 
changes itself into an entirely different 
form—surely a most irrational transaction! 
Force is supposed to explain the motion 
of matter. But if my reason should 
decline this supposition? JI am sure that 
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Force could not have existed before the 
world evolved itself out of nothing. Where 
is the origin of Force? Reason cannot ac- 
count for it.. If then reason cannot account 
for Matter and Force, if dealing with such 
problems it appears as a babe holding a 
cannon ball, how can it argue concerning 
things supernatural, which are stirring 
within, above and around me!? 

There is much idle taik about the glories 
of science, the marvels of investigation. 
Look at your universities. You will be sur- 
prised to discover that men of science, while 
speaking with great reverence of modern 
knowledge and presenting to their admiring 
students innumerable interesting facts 
coupled with more or less tenable or unten- 
‘able generalizations, nevertheless attest 
their own ignorance. There are theological 
professors who declare that they are most 
uncertain as to whether our conceptions of 
God have anything in common with the real 
nature of God. They are sure only that 
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they are sure of nothing. God, never having 
revealed Himself and allowing nature to 
take care of things, would certainly be 
absurdly foolish, should He listen to the 
prayer of simple faith: ‘O Lord, restore 
Thou mother’s health!” 

Or look at the study of philosophy. Here 
we are told that the origin of the soul, the 
purpose of life, in fact, all things lie beyond 
our power of comprehension. Others claim 
that the world has existence solely in our 
ideas. Of late we have heard that for man 
to give up his “desire to live” would be a 
consummation devoutly to be wished. 
(Schopenhauer and Hartmann.) 

Jurisprudence assures us that there is no 
such thing as “absolute justice.” Our ideas 
of right and wrong are questions of local, 
temporary and everchangeable interpreta- 
tion. 

Medical Science declares the theory of the 
existence of a soul as superfluous, inasmuch 
as no surgical knife has ever found one. It 
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views the body as a machine and explains 
insanity as a result of material processes. 
Experimentation is all. 

Science teaches that we know nothing of 
life. The discovery of. radium has upset 
cherished traditions about Matter, Force 
and Light. But new theories are being 
evolved. They will probably show that in a 
thousand billion years there will be worlds 
made of entirely different elements and 
altogether beyond our comprehension. Pre- 
vious to this phenomenon suns and stars may 
collide and create an equilibrium of forces 
concomitant with the prevalence of dark- 
ness and cold. At this juncture the world, 
humanity, aye even science would come to 
a sudden halt. Ex est! 

At all events it is amazing to hear this 
voice of Knownothingism from all direc- 
tions. No one seems to offer explanations 
concerning the aim of life or its origin. No 
wonder that no attempt is being made to 
answer the question: “Is there a God?” We 


ial 


have, of course, a great mass of scientific ma- 
terial dealing with details, for this is the age 
of specialists. But our time lacks a calm per- 
spective of things, its vision is oblique and 
distorted. Ancient savants having had far 
less information made more valuable de-- 
ductions therefrom than modern science 
from its accumulated pile of subordinate 
facts. 

Or shall we rejoice in the triumphs of 
industry, in the mastery of nature by our 
skilled engineers. But who can terminate 
earthquakes and typhoons? Even our finest 
ocean liners bow to the caprice of the ele- 
ments. Our battleships are blown up by 
accidental explosions. Our trains are de- 
railed. Our aeroplanes fail. The control 
of nature is by no means accomplished in 
spite of our bragging and boasting. 

We can worship at the shrine of nature, 
of course, and derive from communion with 
her infinite joy and inspiration. In her 
God’s great thoughts and plans have taken 
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form and shape. No wonder “the return to 
nature” appeals more forcibly than ever to 
our enervated and overworked generation! 
We have open air rooms, sunshine baths, 
mountain climbing, water cures, etc., recog- 
nizing the fact that man living close to 
nature is in every way saner and sounder 
than his artificial brother. However, with- 
out the living Creator creation is but a 
temple without altar, a palace uninhabited ; 
its mighty halls are chilly and damp and 
lack the home touch. We are reminded of the 
poet’s words: “Man holds out to nature the 
cup that she might fill it with the water of 
life; but nature returns it only half filled.” 

But, even at that, existence might be 
tolerable, were it not for the heaviest of our 
burdens: sin and guilt. For who dare assert 
that this world is what it ought to be! Aye, 
if the tree would not wither, the flower not 
wilt; if love were not followed by loss, if 
our treasures were not eaten by rust and 
moth! Above all, if it were not for the 
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accusing oracle within us, the still, small 
voice which never ceases to warn, to cau- 
tion, to reproach. Conscience tells us that 
our claims of honor and honesty, our rules 
of etiquette, our amiable manners are but 
masks that hide the hideous deep of selfish- 
ness and self-love. You cannot even show 
yourself as you are. You must ever conceal 
your real self, lest you should shock those 
about you. You are certain that you are not 
what you ought to be and this sense of your 
unworthiness is the bitterest draught from — 
the cup of life, the cause of your restlessness 
and dissatisfaction. Even the unchristian, 
but sagacious philosopher Schopenhauer rec- 
ognized this fact when he said: ‘There is 
no question that the great guilt of the world 
is the cause of its misery, for it is absurd to 
assume that the never-ceasing pain which 
fills the universe is purely accidental and 
without purpose.” | 
Striking picture indeed! Man, limited in 
his pleasure, infinite in his sorrow! Goethe, 
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most privileged as far as this world’s goods 
are concerned, calls man “a weary guest up- 
on this darkling earth.” Only by shallow- 
est superficiality or indeed by a stubborn 
refusal to see the facts can we escape these 
conclusions. But though you find diversion 
in sport and society, in business and poli- 
tics, in fads and fashions, in love and lux- 
ury, at last you must awake. Do you realize 
that when you think of the pleasures of life, 
you think of the few who in the possession 
of perfect health and wealth are parading 
their little day upon the stage of promi- 
nence. Of the millions who in sickness and 
sorrow, in disappointments and failures, 
bowed by old age and worn by the struggle 
have withdrawn from the gaze of the public 
you take no notice. For this reason we find 
hardly a man of merit among the poets and 
philosophers of all times, who did not bear 
witness to the tragedy of earth. Alexander 
V. Humboldt, eighty years old, exclaims: 
“Life is nonsense.” Tolstoi and Ibsen 
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reached a similar conclusion. Billions there 
are who throw it away as a delusion and a 
snare. It failed to keep its promise. 

As we are tessed about on this wide, dark, ~ 
tempestous sea, can we discern no beacon on 
the shore, to point the way into the harbor? 
Is there no rock, defying the waves, upon 
which we can safely place our feet? I have 
looked for it in hundreds of books written 
by human hands. But whatever they may 
have contributed to the study of ethics and 
philosophy, to systems of aesthetics and 
philanthropy, they fail to lead us to the 
truth. 

Finally I open a time-worn volume, 
neglected by many, despised by others, yet 
ereatly revered by some. There I discover 
words that touch me to the quick, appealing 
to my innermost self in a straightforward 
and. striking manner. 

This book states plainly that ‘all is 
vanity.” (Eccl. 1:2). It unfolds the cause 
of human misery: “Whoever committeth 
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sin, is the servant of sin.” It pronounces 
judgment on all the world: “There is not 
one that doeth good, nay not one.” (Rom. 
3:12.) It reveals the reason of death: “The 
wages of sin is death.” (Rom.6:23.) It places 
a star above the tomb “Whosoever believeth 
in me, shall have everlasting life.” (John 
5:24.) It offers comfort to grief: ‘Blessed 
are they that mourn!” (Matt. 5:4.) It il- 
luminates the last page of the world’s his- 
tory: “God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” (Rev. 21:4.) Truly, this book 
speaks to my soul. It breathes the spirit of 
truth. 

Look at its first page. How simple it 
states: “In the beginning God made heaven 
and earth.” (Gen. 1:1.) That seems 
rational enough. For either the world has 
made itself, or it has existed always or it 
was created by God. That it has not always 
existed appears from its unfinished evolu- 
tion, its struggle after equilibrium of its 
forces which it would long since have at- 
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tained, had it existed always. In this re- 
spect the greatest scientists are fully agreed. 
Men like Herschel, Secchi, Lord Kelvin 
admit that the world has had a beginning 
and will have an end. 

Or shall we assume that the world made 
itself? This surely is not compatible with 
common sense. That the great nothing 
without reason and will, without cause or 
matter or force should have constructed 
itself into a marvelously intelligible uni- 
verse, is an hypothesis so absurd, that 1t de- 
serves no serious treatment. That there can 
be no effect without a cause is the very 
foundation of science. Place a pebble or a 
gold piece on your table and assure the 
atheist that it evolved itself. He would call 
you insane. But meanwhile he sees nothing 
extraordinary in the fact that, millions of 
years ago, most stupendous effects were pro- 
duced without any cause soever. Just note 
the contradiction. According to our atheistic 
friend the laws of nature are eternal and 
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immutable, but he will not admit that even 
today effects can be produced without cause. 
He calls himself “rational,” but how irra- 
tional his hypothesis that the first things 
made themselves! Says Meyenberg: “Surely 
no one can accomplish anything before he 
has any existence; I cannot produce before 
I am. Something that has not even exis- 
tence, can surely not create itself!” 

However, most any absurdity is welcomed 
by atheists as long as it does away with the 
uncomfortable belief in a Supreme Being! 
Tell me how men with such foolish theories 
dare ridicule the miracles of the Bible! 

If the world has always existed and, if it 
could not create itself, we are forced to 
admit the existence of a God. “The knowl- 
' edge of nature,” says Reinike, “leads inevi- 
tably to the idea of God.” “We discern,” 
says Dr. Klein, “that the order of the uni- 
verse is such that it presupposes a supreme 
intelligence capable of infinite, creative 
power. For this reason the greatest think- 
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ers of all times have accepted this belief. 
The existence of a God is proven as clearly 
_ by the complicated system of the universe 
as the magnetism of the sun is proven by 
the course of the planets.” 

The first statement of the Bible is there- 
fore correct. In the beginning God made 
the world. Note the Hebrew word ‘Elohim,” 
meaning God in the plural. “Elohim 
barah’—God in plurality, but one creation. 
This means the trinity: “Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost.” (John 1:3; 17:5; Gen. 1:2.) 

And now let us view the creation of the 
world as presented in this book. In broad 
outline it describes the six days of creation, 
periods of darkness and light (Gen. 1:5) 
of whose duration we know nothing. It 
gives successive periods to the plants, the 
fishes, the mammals and man, all of which 
having been verified by geological investiga- 
tions. “Seaweeds,” says Dr. Quenstedt, “are 
probably the first created organisms. So 
far we have been unable to contradict the 
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venerable Moses whom we might call a 
ereat geologist.” Ten times we read the 
phrase “after his kind,” a statement which 
Darwinism apparently undermined when 
it advanced the theory that organism could 
be changed by environment. However, up 
to the present writing nothing has ever been 
proven against the assertion of Moses. 
Studies of petrefaction, botany, zoology have 
rather confirmed it. Darwin himself ad- 
mitted that “we cannot prove that a single 
organism has been changed.” Scientists 
Jean more and more toward the belief of the 
“constancy of species,” while on the Con- 
gress of Scientists, held in 1897, it was 
frankly declared that Darwinism was 
visibly on the decline. 

Modern astronomy has substantiated the 
biblical statement that the earth existed be- 
fore the advent of the sun. At first the 
thought of the earth without the sun was 
ridiculed, but later investigations have 
proven the truth of the report; some scien- 


21 


tists like Flammarion even claiming that 
vegetation and life could be produced and 
sustained on sunless planets. 

Man is the final creation. This also is 
demonstrated by modern science. Plants 
and. mammals antedate him. Not by a 
hundred thousand years as some geologists 
would have us believe. We are little im- 
pressed with evidences of skulls and arrow- 
heads. If the human race had been on earth 
for such long periods it would have left 
vastly grander monuments of its history. 

Skulls, moreover, furnish no proof. Some 
of them for which ages have been claimed 
could easily be accounted for by the develop- 
ment of a thousand years. The “stone age” 
with its arrow heads and weapons of stone 
flourished even a thousand years before 
Christ among many tribes of America and 
Europe and the historian of materialism, 
A. EF. Lange, admits that the age of the cave- 
man could be placed in the period of fifteen 
centuries, intervening between Adam and 
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Man, we are told, was pure and happy. 
He fell from grace. Since then he eats his 
bread in the sweat of his brow and his help- 
mect bears the pains of child-birth. This 
story is echoed in almost every tradition of 
ancient people. An original state of bliss 
is recorded in all mythologies. There is 
also a variety of versions on the fall of man. 
And does not experience and observation 
prove the truth of this report? Look at 
man. If he descended from the orang- 
outang, would he not walk about in glee 
and glory, proud of his grand evolution? 
Instead of that we see him wandering 
toward his grave with heart bowed down 
and care written on his brow. We read 
further. Cain kills Abel, setting a terrible 
precedent for the history of the human race. 
Ever since wars have devastated the earth, 
nations indulging in fratricidal struggles 
with their fellowmen. Civilizations born 
out of blood, sustained by bloodshed, perish- 
ing in blood. 
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Endowed with traces of primal power a 
generation of giants inhabits the earth. 
This, too, is universally reported in the 
worid’s mythologies. So is the story of 
angels mingling with the fair daughters of 
earth. But “Enoch walked with God,” 
(Gen. 5:22,) illustrating that at all times 
God chose his witnesses to protest against 
growing corruption and thereby to deprive 
the wicked of the excuse of ignorance. 

Finally the storm broke. Waters from 
above and from below flooded the earth 
causing such a terror to the human race 
that up to the present even the remotest 
heathen people tell of its fury. Ask China 
and Japan, ancient Greece or the Indians 
of North America. They concur in their 
‘stories of the deluge which covered the 
mountains so that only one human couple 
escaped. Some tell of seven people in a boat 
and of a bird carrying a branch of hope. In 
face of this universal testimony how absurd 
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are modern attempts to account for the 
deluge by a typhoon in a Persian gulf! 
Fearing further catastrophes and a pos- 
sible scattering of the people, humanity de- 
cides to erect a central tower of strength 
somewhere in the plains of Sinear, proto- 
typing by this attempt the modern tendency 
of concentration in large cities. But 
Jehovah’s purposes for the human race can- 
not be counteracted. By the destruction of 
the tower of Babel the descendants of Shem, 
Ham and Japhet are scattered to every part 
of the earth. It is interesting to hear the 
stories of negroes referring to this event. 
They tell of a general scare having taken 
possession of people at the destruction of 
the tower so that, terror-stricken, they 
uttered unintelligible words. The Tolteks 
of Mexico have a tradition of the pyramid 
of Cholula, built by giants for the purpose 
of escaping the deluge. But God, not ap- 
proving of the project, destroyed both build- 
ers and building. Philologians are unable 
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to solve the problem of the many languages, 
but the Bible solves it. And it is psycho- 
logically reasonable that the interference of 
God in human designs caused confusion of 
heads and tongues. Remarkable it is, that 
the vowels i, a, o and the consonants n, k, s 
are easily traceable in even the crudest 
languages, a fact which points to the 
original unity of the human race. | 
Thus the sons of Shem, Ham and Japhet 
were scattered over the earth. They repre- 
sent the three great races whose homes were 
to be Africa, Europe and Asia. The more 
cultured among them produced civiliza- 
tions, the cruder ones, succumbing in the 
struggles against their superior brothers, 
sought refuge in the remoter parts of the 
earth. There they lived as nomads and 
bushmen sinking down to the deepest level 
of fetish-worship. But without exception 
they retained a memory of the golden age 
together with a poignant grief over their 
sins which they hoped to atone for by offer- 
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ing sacrifices to the offended deity. On the 
face of the globe there is not a single nation 
or tribe that does not have its temples, its 
altars, its prayers. But just because this 
idea of God was the stronghold of the 
human soul, Satan assailed it most vig- 
orously perverting its very blessing into 
acurse. This was pointed out by Paul when 
he said, “the things which the gentiles offer, 
they sacrifice to devils, and not to God.” 
(1 Cor. 10:20.) 

Among all nations God chooses one for 
special preparation. He said to Abraham, 
“Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto 
a land that I will show thee. And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee and make thy name great and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 
(Gen. 12:1-3.) Leave everything and be a 
stranger and a wanderer on earth! This 
was asking a good deal, but it is no more 
than God is requiring of every Christian. 
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The glory of Abraham was his faith. Noth- 
ing else can man offer to his Maker. Abra- 
ham went into a far country, dwelt in tents, 
became rich, but generously gave the best 
land to Lot, his nephew. God blessed him. 
He made him a prototype of the gospel. 
Thus we are to understand the sacrifice of 
Isaac on Mt. Moriah. It foreshadowed the 
story of Golgotha. But on the other hand, 
Abram was a man like ourselves, frail and 
sinful. He lied and practiced fraud, just as 
another chosen disciple, St. Peter, denied 
his Master when trusting his own strength 
rather than God’s. The warrior spirit was 
strong in this early patriarch. With three 
hundred and eighteen men on horseback and 
camels he overpowered the victorious 
Chedorlaomer (Gen. 14) after the fashion 
of the modern Bedouins, descendants of 
“Ishmael” and “Ibrahim.” The Orient does 
not change and it is for this reason that we 
recognize biblical references in the methods 
of the Arabs of our time. We mention par- 
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ticularly Abraham’s mode of hospitality 
and his purchase of Machpelah. The old 
patriarchs, no doubt, wore long, white 
beards, coats of two colors, (Gen. 37:3,) 
still characteristic of Oriental aristocracy. 
But their true glory was the attitude of 
faith. This feature exalted even the cun- 
ning Jacob above his fellows so that God 
condescended to talk to him in a dream. 
Christ visited and broke bread with Abra- 
ham just as He did two thousand years after 
with the disciples at Emmaus. So far God 
had not given to the world the “law and the 
prophets.” 

Abraham died tired of life. Isaac, suc- 
ceeding him, was a peaceful, godly man. 
Less worthy was Jacob. But he, too, be- 
lieved and God was with him in his trials. 
Being a warrior Jacob left great possessions 
to Joseph. The sons of Jacob grew up in 
this wild country, forgetful of God, 
murderous and bloodthirsty in their ten- 
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dencies, worthy forerunners of the Bedouins 
and Arabs of later days. 

The book of Genesis closes with the 
beautiful story of Joseph. How strikingly 
human and how touching in its psychologic 
diagnosis! Look at the picture of the sor- 
rowing father at the scene of recognition! 
Look how the cold, lordly prince of Egypt, 
clothed in royal garments, approached only 
through stolid interpreters, suddenly steps 
from his throne and addressing his petition- 
ers in their native tongue, drops into their 
arms exclaiming “I am Joseph, your 
brother.” 


Who was the author of Genesis? Accord- 
ing to a venerable tradition which to doubt 
we have no reason, aye, we may say accord- 
ing to a God-planned belief prevalent among 
the chosen people, it was written by Moses, 
without any question the greatest character 
of the Old Testament. He also wrote 
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Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuter- 
onomy. These five books are referred to by 
Christ as “the scriptures of Moses.” We 
may assume that Moses wrote Genesis dur- 
ing the forty years which he spent with 
Jethro in Midian. It is not likely that a 
man, trained in all the wisdom of Egypt, 
should have remained intellectually idle for 
so long a period. The records of creation 
and of the deluge came to him as traditions 
from Noah and his sons, the Bible stating 
that Noah lived three hundred and fifty 
years after the flood. From the fact that 
Noah entirely disappeared from the biblical 
record and from the records of an ancient 
Chinese myth which speaks of Fohi, the son 
of the rainbow, who sacrificed seven beasts, 
introduced agriculture and “the vineyard,” 
some have concluded that he migrated east- 
ward and laid the foundation to the Chinese 
empire. Interesting in this respect is 
Chinese chronology relative to the deluge 
and of said Fohi which strikingly coincides 
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with the biblical report. Shem lived five 
hundred years after the deluge and thus be- 
came a contemporary of Abraham and 
Isaac. According to very explicit Persian 
traditions he became the founder of the 
Persian empire which he governed for many 
years. Even today a statue, one hundred 
and thirty feet high, can be seen in Dschem- 
Bamain, commemorating the reign of Baal- 
Shem. Ham and his posterity migrated 
toward Ethiopia and toward the Northern 
Coast of Africa. How natural that the 
sons of Noah should have cherished the 
memory of the great events of the past and 
handed them down to their children’s chil- 
dren, while God Himself guarded those 
records against error and misrepresenta- 
tion. 

We also know that Moses spent twice 
forty days on Mt. Sinai in the very presence 
of God. For this heavenly communion he 
prepared himself by fasting, eating no bread 
and drinking no water. Is it not probable 
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that there he had revelations such as God 
indicated to him in the ordinances of the 
tabernacle, prototyping holiest mysteries, 
and that he received at that fountain of all 
wisdom accurate information relative to 
creation and the origin of man? 

We may even consider Moses the author 
of the Book of Job. Egyptian imagery such 
as the description of sapphire mines in the 
mountains of Sinai (Job 28:1-11) the ruins 
of which exist up to the present day; 
mountain abysses through which rush 
mighty waters, merely to dry up again; the 
swift canoes, made of reeds which were in 
use on the Red Sea; crocodile and hippo- 
potamus; gazelles lost among the crags; 
eagles soaring above; deserts uninhabited ; 
all of these descriptions seem to indicate 
that the writer of Job lived on the peninsula 
of Sinai. There Moses may have met him 
and, having heard his story, preserved it 
for the biblical record. Chronologically 
this hypothesis would have no difficulties. 
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How marvelous the career of Moses! 
“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 
rough hew them as we may.” Given a royal 
education by the very enemies of his own 
people, planning revolt after his own 
fashion, Moses is selected as a tool of Provi- 
dence to unfold the scroll of the divine will 
before Pharaoh and eventually to shatter 
the forces of Egyptian tyranny. The local 
setting of the careers of Joseph and Moses 
has been abundantly confirmed by historical 
researches into that far-off age. The atti- 
tude of Pharaoh toward Joseph for instance, 
the Egyptian expression “Ab En Perae” 
(Gen. 45:8) “Tebn,’” meaning straw, 
“oasch” meaning stubble, or rather reeds, 
(Exodus 5:7-12,) also the command of the 
Lord, “go to Pharaoh in the morning; be- 
hold he will go toward the water,” remind- 
ing us of the ancient religious precept order- 
ing the Egyptian kings to bathe every morn- 
ing in the Nile—all of this has been verified 
by the historian. (Ex. 7:15.) 
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By a series of miracles God liberates His 
people, destroys its enemies, leads it out of 
Egypt, guides it through the wilderness. 
For in God’s Providence we have periods of 
miraculous interference as well as periods 
of silence. We read of no miracles during 
the fifteen hundred years preceding the 
deluge nor during the long captivity of 
Israel. Of our own generation, too, it might 
be said “he could do no wonders there on 
account of their unbelief.” But the time 
will come when there shall be great “signs 
in heaven and earth,” (Matt. 25,) when an 
atheistic and defiant age will verify the 
the prophecy of Jesus that “men’s hearts 
will be failing them for fear and for looking 
after those things which are coming on 
earth.” 

God leads His people into the wilderness 
and then up to Mt. Sinai. There out of the 
thick darkness, enveloped in thunder and 
lightning, from a throne of rugged cliffs 
God gave to the Jews a law, a ritual, a spirit 
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of worship which turned a conglomeration 
of barbarous beings into a nation which in 
the strength of these revelations has been 
able to withstand for thousands of years 
every storm from within and without! 

Space does not permit us to enter into 
the details of this divine service. Just a 
brief glance at its striking symbolism. Out 
of the wilderness of this world the seeker 
after truth passes through the brazen laver 
which cleanses him. The altar burns what- 
ever there is imperfect in the sacrifice. The 
sanctuary represents the trinity, the Father 
offering the daily bread, the Son whose lov- 
ing intercession is expressed by sweet- 
smelling incense, the Holy Ghost by seven- 
fold illumination. (Rev. 1:4.) Inthe Holy 
of Holies, in utter darkness, enthroned 
above the cherubim, God Himself, whom no 
man can see and live! 

And how grand is the law! Jehovah 
promises protection and invincibility to his 
people. He gathers the twelve tribes in an 
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annual reunion at which all Israel, together 
with man servant and maid servant and also 
with the stranger that is within their gates, 
eat and drink in grateful recognition of the 
Father who provides all blessings. By the 
willing offering of the choicest fruits, by 
songs of rejoicing, mingling with the silver 
trumpets of the priests, the religious atti- 
tude is beautifully expressed. And yet there 
be those who find in Jehovah naught but a 
stern and cruel tyrant. ““And Solomon sent 
the people away in their tents, glad and 
merry in heart, for the goodness that the 
Lord had showed them.” (2 Chron. 7:10.) 

Justice is meted out without charge. 
The law is interpreted by the elders at the 
gates, the priests and finally submitted to 
~God Himself, who through the Urim and 
Thumim of the High Priest, gives the last 
decision. And while transgressions against 
religion, the sanctity of life and the purity 
of morals are rigidly punished, the law is 
infinitely more lenient than that of ancient 
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Rome or of the Dark Ages. Slavery is not 
tolerated, (Exodus 21:16; Deut. 24:7) we 
hear of no dungeons, no torture; the trans- 
gressor merely becomes a servant to the 
wronged party, reforming through labor and 
repaying for the damage he caused. The 
tenth commandment curbs the hatred be- 
tween different classes of society. The nature 
of the law may be gathered from the follow- 
ing: “If there be among you a poor man, thou 
shalt not burden thy heart nor shut thine 
hand, but thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need in that which he 
wanteth. And when ye reap the harvest of 
your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the 
corners of thy field, neither shalt thou 
gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And 
thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither 
shalt thou gather every grape of thy vine- 
yard; thou shalt leave them for the poor 
and stranger. Thou shalt not curse the deaf 
neither shalt thou speak evil of the servant 
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to his master.” (Deut. 15:7; Lev. 19:9-10; 
23:22). 7 

But the most beautiful feature of the law 
is the year of jubilee. On this grand occa- 
sion the bond-servant was made free, all 
debts were annulled, parental heritages were 
restored! What universal rejoicing and 
gladness! Good tidings to all people! A 
symbol of the final restoration of all things! 
In what other religion have we anything 
approaching in excellence this wonderful 
institution ! 

However the Jews were a stubborn and 
stiff-necked people. As soon as Moses had 
disappeared on the:-summit of the mount, 
the lightnings of Sinai were forgotten. 
Israel danced around the golden calf. The 
earth had*hardly opened her mouth and 
swallowed Korah and his company, when 
the people murmured saying, ‘Ye have 
killed the people of the Lord.” (Num. 
16:41.) At the end of his laborious career 
Moses sums up his estimate of Israel in the 
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exclamation: “Ye have been rebellious 
against the Lord from the day that I knew 
you.” (Deut. 9:24). Thus they perished in 
the wilderness and God raised a new genera- 
tion which, disciplined in the school of 
divine goodness and divine severity, carried 
the purposes of Providence a step farther. 

Moses dies. The mighty man of God who 
communed with God as with a friend, face 
to face! The record of his death was prob- 
ably added to the Pentateuch by Joshuah. 
Now follows a series of wars and conquests. 
At the sound of the silver trumpets, carry- 
ing the ark in their midst, the militant 
Israelites, in twelve army corps, cross the 
Jordan to exterminate the Canaanites who 
by their murderous and adulterous deeds 
have become a carcass attracting the eagles 
of judgment. Their utter degeneration 
appears from the burning of children sacri- 
ficed to Moloch. In their wars against the 
Israelites they were utterly crushed. Did 
God order the shedding of human blood? 
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Does He sanction war? No, but He has 
given the primal law that whosoever shed- 
deth a brother’s blood, his blood shall like- 
wise be shed! 

We call ourselves “Christian” and brag 
about our wars of victorious conquest, many 
of which were started by rank injustice. 
Meanwhile we venture to criticise Jehovah 
for exterminating the Canaanites who had 
become a menace to humanity and whose 
vile actions had long since provoked the 
wrath of the Supreme Judge. All souls are 
mine, says the Lord, and whosoever sinneth 
shall surely die! Rest assured, you friv- 
olous mockers, that some day you shall ex- 
perience the wrath of the Almighty which 
manifested itself in the extermination of the 
~Canaanites. A merciless verdict on those 
who never practised mercy! ‘‘Vengeance is 
mine,” says the Lord, “I will repay.” (Rom. 
12.319). 

Now Israel lived in cities which it had not 
built, among vineyards which it had not 
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planted. God being its king, it might enjoy 
prosperity and peace. But it had been diso- 
bedient to the divine command. It had per- 
mitted some of the Canaanites to remain in 
its midst. Like a poisonous sore this in- 
fluence spreads through the entire nation. 
Idolatry flourishes. The people of God offer 
little children to Moloch! The stream of the 
Jewish tradition polluted by Philistine and 
Canaanite mixtures! Joshuah dies. Judges 
are appointed. Under Samuel Israel clam- 
ors for a king, discarding the divine govern- 
ment. Saul, irresolute and _ unreliable, 
proves a failure. David, a “man after the 
heart of God,” a warrior bold, falling and 
rising with the ebb and flow of his tem- 
pestuous nature, leaves a precious heritage 
of psalms to posterity. How much consola- 
tion and inspiration has flown from these 
songs into the hearts of millions! Christ 
Himself uses Psalm 22 to express his isola- 
tion on Golgotha: “My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” The hope of 
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immortality radiates from their prayers: 
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell 
(hades)! (Psalm 16:10). And again 
“that I may walk before God in the land 
of the living.”’ Solomon, the greatest of the 
kings, rules so wisely that his reign proto- 
types the kingdom of heaven. Peace every- 
where. Prosperity abounds. Foreign kings 
pay their homage. But even Solomon sinks 
from the height of his glory and becomes a 
prey to his passions. Therefore his excla- 
mation, “All is vanity!” (Eccl. 1:2.) 

The history of Israel is the history of 
every nation. Sin and degeneration, victory 
and defeat, arrogance in prosperity, fear 
and trembling in disaster, prayers in days 
of trouble and, above all, a merciful God! 
' The noble Hezekiah succeeds the evil- 
minded Ahaz. After Ahaz, Manasseh, the 
worst of all the kings. (2 Kings 21:11). 
And still there is room for repentance and 
also for forgiveness! | 

Meanwhile Israel is rapidly declining. 
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Before it is finally doomed, God sends a 
number of inspired prophets, men like 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, who furnish life 
and light and love in periods of disaster 
and darkness. The temple is rebuilt. But 
a foreign conqueror shatters the Jewish 
forces and scatters to the four winds the 
ten tribes. When the period of the gentile 
nations will have passed, God will remem- 
ber Israel and restore its former glory. The 
great prophets prophesy of Christ, his suf- 
fering, death and final triumph. But they 
look even further. In the dim shadows of 
the future they see David upon the throne, 
reigning for a thousand years. | 


It is hardly necessary to speak of the New 
Testament. We know its contents. 

For centuries Israel has defied the will 
of God, killed the prophets and trampled 
under foot the divine command. At last the 
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Master of the vineyard sends His own Son; 
‘it may be they will reverence Him, when 
they see Him.” (Luke 20:18). 

The incredible takes place. Infinitude (or 
the Infinite) becomes finite. ‘In the fulness 
of time” he who dwelt in boundless glory 
with the Father descends to earth and be- 
comes “the lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world.” The word by which 
all things are made becomes flesh. Jehovah 
of the old covenant steps into his own, un- 
known. It was Jehovah indeed. “And they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced.” 
(Zach. 12:10.) With his eye toward the past 
the evangelist exclaims: ‘These things said 
Esaias when he saw his glory and spake of 
Him.” Most clearly St. Paul reveals this 
fact in 1 Cor. 10:4-9. He who proclaimed 
His law from Mt. Sinai, comes to fulfill it 
Himself. He is silent for thirty years. 
When He appears before the public, He is 
but a wanderer that has not where to lay 
His head. He heals the sick, consoles the 
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down-trodden, raises the dead. Four chosen 
witnesses report his career, so simple, so 
sublime! Matthew sees in Him the Son of 
David, the prophesied Messiah; Mark de- 
scribes Him as the Son of Man ii also as 
the Son of God; Luke glorifies the second 
Adam, the Savior of the world; John 
pictures “the Word” that has become fiesh 
and reports his words. It is no easy matter 
to believe that this carpenter’s son, whose 
“mother and sisters are among us,” this 
lowly preacher, persecuted by scribes and 
pharisees, ignored by the cultured, denied 
by the masses was indeed the Son of the 
Most High. Were it not for the marvelous 
works which He did, the words of eternal 
life that came from His lips and for the 
fact of His resurrection we could never be- 
lieve it. May the Holy Spirit open our 
eyes! 

Shall we meet the current objection that 
it is impossible for God to assume human 
form? How unlogical infidelity is! Com- 
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mon sense teaches that he who can donate 
a large sum, is capable of donating a little 
one; he who can break a bar of iron, surely 
can break a straw. If then God made man 
in His image, should it be impossible for 
Him to assume a human form? Or shall the 
creature tell the Creator how, when and 
where He can appear in His own creation? 
If the God of these modern skeptics cannot 
do that, He merely proves that He is not 
the true God. We still hold that “with God 
all things are possible.” 

Those who contaminated by modern 
doubt assure us that the Bible does not 
teach the Deity of Christ, better look up 
1 John 5:20, and Col. 2:9. “In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1). 
He is the divine architect, entrusted by God, 
to give shape and expression to the idea of 
creation as conceived in the mind of the 
Father. “For of Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things.” (Rom. 11:36). 
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“Jesus Christ by whom are all things.” 
(1 Cor. 8:6). “By whom God made the 
worlds.” (Heb. 1:2). This Christ, “who is 
over all, God blessed forever.” (Rom. 9:5). 
“Who is the image of the invisible God?” 
(Col. 1:15.) He is the God seen by Adam, 
Abraham, Moses and the prophets. Of the 
Father it is stated explicitly that ‘no one 
has ever seen God at any time.” Note also 
Heb. 1 and 1 Tim. 3:16. 

The false prophets of modern times assure 
us that Christ never called Himself God. 
They are mistaken. ‘I and the Father are 
one,” says Jesus; and again, “Before Abra- 
ham was, I am.” (John 8:58). The term 
“T am’ is used by Jehovah in the Old Testa- 
ment and Christ applies it to Himself. 
Furthermore Christ permits Thomas to 
address Him “My Lord and my God;” He 
declares that He was with the Father before 
the foundation of the world; He says that 
to Him is given all power in heaven and 
earth; and He demands the same honor 
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which is given to God. (John 5:23). We 
are thus forced to conclude that He was 
either a God or a blasphemer. “For a good 
work we stone Thee not,’ cried the Jews, 
“but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, 
being a man, makest Thyself God.” (John 
10:33). 

Finally a word to those who claim that 
God forgives us not “for Christ’s sake,” but 
simply because He is love. God’s Love is 
“a consuming fire.” (Deut. 4:24; Heb. 
12:29.) “He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” (John 3:36). The divine 
Son to whom is given all judgment (John 
5:22) will some day address these infidels: 
“Away from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels!” 
In face of such plain statements deluded 
congregations are being assured that the 
Bible does not teach hell at all. Aye, in 
spite of such lies, there are those who have 
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the audacity to assert: “We stand squarely 
on biblical teaching.” 

Let us look for a moment at the Son of 
Man about to finish his earthly career. We 
find the Messiah, rejected by his people, 
seated among twelve men, fishermen by 
trade. Jerusalem, absorbed in festivities, 
has forgotten him. Herod and Pilate take 
no notice of him. The joyous Athenians 
and the rigorous Spartans, the Romans in 
their “Eternal City” and Tiberius, the 
emperor, certainly pay no attention to him. 
“Verily, thou art a God that hidest thyself, 
O God of Israel, the Savior.” . (Isaiah 
45:15). The world did not have the faintest 
idea, that its very Creator was seated in a 
room at Jerusalem, distributing bread and 
wine, uttering words of such inimitable 
power that they find deathless echoes in the 
centuries that treasure them. They are pro- 
claimed to all nations long after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the return to 
oblivion of Rome and its glory. ‘Father, 
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the hour is come; glorify thy son, that thy 
son may also glorify thee. Glorify thou me 
in thine own self with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was.” (John 
17:1-5.) He reassures the sorrowing dis- 
ciples “Let not your heart be troubled; I 
will not leave you comfortless; I will come 
to you.” (John 14:18.) But one among 
them is a devil. (John 6:70.). He remains 
untouched by the beauty of holiness. He 
would have money. And when Jesus utters 
the warning words: ‘‘Woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man shall be betrayed” 
(Mark 14:21) and passes the sop to him, 
Satan enters the soul of Judas, breaking in 
upon the sacred circle as he did when the 
angels of God discussed the merits of Job. 
- (Job 1:6-12.) The rejected disciple leaves 
to betray his God. “It was night.” ‘The 
hour” and “the power of darkness” have 
arrived. Let us not speak of the passion 
and death of a God, deserted by God. We 
are not worthy of it. Even the evangelists 
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have no words of sympathy, of sorrow, of 
horror. The event is altogether too over- 
whelming. ‘They merely report it. But let 
us rejoice that Christ has risen from the 
dead and that He will raise us in the last 
day. Remaining another forty days (John 
20:17) upon the earth, Jesus ascends to the 
Father proclaiming: ‘All power is given to ~ 
me in heaven and earth.” (Matt 28:18.) 
This is more than human speech. ‘Verily 
this man was the Son of God.” (Matthew 
27 :54.) 
And now we can take our choice. Shall 
we recognize the deity of Christ and His 
vicarious death? Or shall we rationalize 
and say: “This is incredible. We merely 
accept Jesus as a great teacher who pointed 
the way to the Father.” Do you not see that 
such an attitude turns religion into a matter 
of taste. Great teachers we have always 
had. Remember Buddha, Mahomet, Plato, 
Socrates. But all of these perished in their 
sins, failed to rise from the dead and are 
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unable to take away our guilt. We do not 
want teachers. We need a Savior. How- 
ever God has given us freedom to decide one 
way or the other. 

We read further in the New Testament 
how the disciples, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and more particularly St. Paul, pro- 
claimed the glad tidings, first to Israel and 
eventually to the Gentiles; how they 
founded congregations, converted great 
numbers and composed a series of epistles 
in which they admonished and strengthened 
their brethren. 

Finally the Bible promises after this 
transient week on earth, comprising some 
six thousand years of sorrow and sin, a 
millennium, a Sabbath lasting a thousand 
- years. This corresponds with the seven 
days of creation. After that the judgment; 
at last the new heaven and the new earth. 
There God will wipe all tears from our eyes 
and “make all things new.” And while the 
nature of the new Jerusalem will reflect the 


Do 


glory of the original Paradise, differing only 
in that it has no forbidden fruit, we are told 
that the redeemed will wear white robes, 
symbolizing victory after battle. We read 
of a city with golden streets, of the taber- 
nacle of God in the midst of humanity. 
Glorious ending to the divine drama! 
Splendid correspondence between the first 
act and the last! Infinitely beyond all 
human style, this sacred record of the race 
as viewed from the very heights of God! 
After this brief review of the historical 
contents of the Bible, let us look for a 
moment at its spiritual significance. The 
law given to the Jews with special regard 
for the age, the customs, the place and the 
peculiarities of those ancient people, estab- 
lishes the proper relationship of man 
toward his maker, his man servant, his maid 
servant and the stranger within his gates. 
So strikingly adequate is this law that even 
now, three thousand five hundred years 
after its revelation, it is being rigorously 
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observed by millions of Jews in Portugal, 
Russia, Poland and the United States. 
Surely it could not have survived, if it did 
not contain elements of divine significance! 

And what is the permanent feature of this 
law as contrasted with the innumerable and 
ever-changing laws of man? We note the 
fact that it makes all rules of conduct 
emanate from a living fountain, from man’s 
relation to his God. Human laws deal 
merely with human affairs. They lose sight 
of the mainspring of all righteousness which 
is God. For this reason they are changing 
with time and locality and are in a con- 
tinual state of transition. Not so the law 
of Sinai. It is as eternal as God Himself 
and not one iota of it can perish. Even 
‘during the millenium it will retain its 
validity. 

Another feature. The law of Sinai can- 
not be modified. It knows of no mitigating 
circumstances such as ignorance, drunken- 
ness, limited intelligence, etc. It is abso- 
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lute in denouncing and punishing evil. 
Human laws are constantly being juggled 
with. They permit evil, provided it does 
not appear in too gross a form. You may 
lie under certain circumstances. You may 
cheat as long as cheating does not collide 
with police regulation. Whether you honor 
your parents or treat them shamefully does 
not concern human laws as long as you do 
not actually injure or kill them. You may 
covet your neighbor’s wife as long as no 
flagrant offence can be proven; aye, if she 
is willing, you may even cause her to be 
divorced and marry her. 

Human laws simply deal with evil. But 
the law of Sinai also deals with the good 
that we may do, foretelling rewards for the 
righteous as well as punishment for the 
wicked. It commends respect and reverence 
toward the parents, kindness toward the 
stranger, hallows industry and work. It 
encourages mercy toward the widow and 
orphan, purity of life, of word and action, 
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of body and soul. Compare with this the 
spirit of the age which rises in indignant 
protest, whenever the least suggestion is 
made relative to godliness, moral purity 
and refinement of behavior! This endang- 
ers its “personal liberty,” its individual 
right. Even weak-kneed Christians would 
have us know, that such things cannot be 
enforced by legislation. | 
Finally the law of Moses surpasses all 
human laws inasmuch as it is symbolic of 
higher verities. The tabernacle and the 
whole ritual is but a prototype of heavenly 
truths. Only because of the “hardness of 
hearts” of the Jews this deeper meaning was 
not immediately disclosed. For this reason 
Israel will be judged less severely. We can 
‘only desecrate what we know to be sacred. 
Human laws are the criterion of a people, 
of its ethical and intellectual condition. 
How many of them have risen and relapsed! 
Look at the Dark Ages, at Europe and at 
Germany more especially. How many of 
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the feudal laws, invented for the benefit of 
king and priest, burdening the common 
people have been consigned to the limbo of 
oblivion! Even today how much useless 
ballast in our statute books! If there is a 
God who made and sustains the world, who 
called us into life and will eventually ask us 
to leave it again, is there anything as clear 
as the fact that all our actions should be 
governed by His supreme command? But 
these so-called “Christian” nations in their 
parliaments and congresses are making and 
unmaking legal rubbish which keeps the 
people in confusion. The Supreme Court 
annuls the decrees of the Lower Court, one 
authority undermining the other. There is 
no agreement among noted jurists, because 
there is no whole-souled recognition of the 
one, supreme, absolute Divine Law! Fine 
laws indeed which sanction obscene litera- 
ture and nakedness in art! According to 
these laws you may continue with your 
adulteration of food, your misleading and 
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fraudulent advertisements; you may con- 
tinue to get drunk and with little fear of 
punishment even bodily injure your neigh- 
bor, his life and health being apparently less 
sacred than his property. The poor on the 
other hand bear the burden of our lauded 
‘“Tustice.” They have no money to appeal 
“from error to error.” They pay the 
penalty. Striking contrast to the Mosaic 
law which is ever favoring those that are 
down and out. There is no inspiration in 
human laws, nothing uplifting, command- 
ing reverence! No wonder people are losing 
respect for them, preferring a reckless, 
boundless indulgence in their own desires! 

Changeless as the stars are the triune 
laws of God answering to the triune nature 
' of man which consists of body, soul and 
mind. First of all the law of nature. This 
all people have in common. Nations who 
never heard of Moses and of Christ who in 
the day of judgment can truly say “Lord 
when did we ever see Thee” will be judged 


59 


according to this universal tribunal in 
nature and conscience. Secondly, the law 
of Moses, given to the Jews who knew not 
the Messiah, which eventually will illumine 
the life in the New Jerusalem, for ‘out of 
Zion shall go forth the law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:3.) 
Finally the law of Christ, the apex of the 
pyramid, the grandest consummation of 
duty and free will, worthy of the “kings and 
priests’ who reign on the new earth. 

Far too little emphasis has been placed 
upon the significance of prophecy in the 
Bible. It is a fact that these prophecies 
have been literally fulfilled. Read Deuter- 
onomy 28 :46-68. According to the historian 
all these events have taken place fifteen 
centuries after they were foretold. On ships 
the Jews were taken back to Egypt and sold 
as slaves. When there ceased to be a market 
for them three thousand died of starvation. 
The same is true of other prophecies. Were 
not the Israelites scattered among all 
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nations? “For the children of Israel shall 
abide many days without a king, without a 
sacrifice and without an image,” says Hosea. 
Remember the prophecy relative to the four 
great empires as described by Daniel. The 
fact that only casual reference is made to 
such mighty nations as China and America 
(of which it is said that ‘the isles of the 
sea” shall know the Lord) is not surpris- 
ing, inasmuch as prophecy was given to the 
Jews and refers chiefly to the nations which 
came in immediate contact with the chosen 
people. 

Nothing is left of Babylon save ‘ta burnt 
mountain” (Isaiah 51:25) where “the wild 
beasts of the desert shall lie and where the 
Arabians will not pitch their tents.” 
' (Isaiah 13:30.) Has not Mesopotamia, at 
one time the most fertile land of the world, 
become a barren wilderness? Has not been 
fulfilled the prophecy concerning the ruin 
of Nineveh and its palaces? “They have 
become a desolation.” (Zeph. 2:15.) Tyre, 
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opulent and mighty, is a lone rock whence 
fishermen spread their nets. (Hez. 26:14.) 
These prophecies, utter folly when they 
were first given, have been strikingly veri- 
fied by history. 

Finally I call attention to the prophecies 
concerning Christ. Read the fifty-third 
Chapter of Isaiah, written as it were under 
the very cross of Calvary. The inspired 
prophet describes Jesus as “rejected of 
men” and “smitten of God.” Even that 
Christ will “make His grave with the rich” 
is accurately foretold. David in his psalms 
speaks of the pierced hands and feet, the 
casting of lots for His garments, the drink- 
ing of hyssop, every detail of the passion. 
And this prophecy antedates fulfillment by 
a thousand years. O ye wise and prudent 
of our enlightened age, why don’t you tell 
us what will happen in Berlin, in New York, 
in London a thousand years hence! Who — 
are the men of the future and what will they 

do? Says Isaiah: “Let them show the 
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former things, what they be; that we may 
consider them, and know the latter end of 
them, that we may know that ye are gods!” 

Think of the “words of eternal life” as 
uttered by Jesus. In one grand revelation 
He solves the mystery of the world’s history 
which for ages had baffled the intelligence 
of man: “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:16.) What 
words of consolation and power spoken to 
the disciples! There is only one note of 
reproach: “O ye of little faith!’ Ye be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me. Why don’t 
you pray “in my name” that “your joy 
might be full?” Fear not, I am with you 
always! Realizing that the care for the 
daily. bread is evermore gnawing at the 
human heart, He lays down the simple law: 
“Take no thought for the morrow; consider 
the lilies of the field! Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof!” At the same time 
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He exhorts His followers to practice true 
humanity: “Judge not that ye be not 
judged; love your enemies; bless them that 
curse you!” 

The inspired writer interprets the work 
of the Christ when he says: “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
(2 Cor. 5:19.) But this does not mean 
that we now can rest easy and without 
scruples relative to our soul’s salvation. 
Not at all! The God of Jesus is not indif- 
ferent toward evil. The duties of the 
Christian are vastly more arduous than 
those of the Jew, the law of Christ more 
severe than that of Moses! 

While the commandments of Sinai were 
chiefly applicable to this world’s affairs, 
Christ’s laws reach out into eternity. Blind” 
indeed are they who would think of the 
Jehovah of the Old Testament as a stern 
tyrant when compared with the loving 
Jesus. The law of Moses encourages peo- 
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ple to enjoy their earthly possessions and 
promises them success even in a worldly 
sense, while Christ told His disciples to 
leave all they had and follow Him (Luke 
14 33) ; aye, He even commanded them to 
“hate life” (John 12:25) and daily to take 
up the cross. The law of Sinai simply de- 
mands obedience toward separate command- 
ments and threatens with temporal punish- 
ment the evil doer. But Christ demands the 
keeping of ail commandments (Matthew 
5:17-48) and speaks of the fire that cannot 
be quenched and the worm that does not 
die. Compare Christ’s judgment of Chora- 
zin and Bethsaida with Jehovah’s punish- 
ment of Sodom and Gomorrah! (Matthew 
11 :21-24.) 

This may seem unreasonable. If even the 
law of Moses cannot be kept by humanity 
(Acts 15:10) how can Jesus demand even 
more of us! And here enters the signifi- 
cance of God’s grace. Not one shall be 
saved by the law, but by the merit of “the 
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lamb of God that taketh away the sins of 
the world.”” Damnation to those who believe 
not! But whosoever believeth on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, shall be saved! (Acts 16:31.) 

These are truths never dreamed of in the 
religions of Buddha, Confucius and Ma- 
homet. Can they be proven? Have they 
offered strength and inspiration to the 
human race struggling under the heavy load 
of life? Have they given solace to the sick, 
the suffering, a jubilant faith to the dying? 
Ask the martyrs of the past nineteen cen- 
turies, those who “quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the army of the 
aliens.” (Heb. 11:34.) Since the days of 
St. Paul how many millions have ascended 
the scaffold, braved death in dungeons and 
suffered for the faith! Remember the hor- 
rors of the Inquisition, the Waldenses, the 
victims of religious wars! It would be well, 
if our half-hearted Christianity would brace 
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itself with the heroic records of God’s 
saints! 

Christ sent His followers into the world 
like “sheep among wolves.” Facing the 
Caesars of Rome, the lions of the arena, the 
enmity of public opinion these men had 
naught but the promise: ‘In the world ye 
shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world.” In the strength 
of this hope they conquered. May the world 
talk ever so condescendingly of the cause of 
Christ. In the irony of fate it had to be 
civilized by the very people it scourged and 
crucified! The true Christian has overcome 
the world. He is indifferent toward its 
curses and plaudits; he is little concerned 
of its boast of science; he has risen above 
its transient pleasures and dissipations. 
Aye the glory of this earth appears to him 
as mere rubbish. He has placed his foot 
upon the Rock of Ages and while the world- 
ling enters eternity with fear and trembling, 
the Christian goes rejoicing “O death where 
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is thy sting; O grave where is thy victory?” 
(1 Cor. 15:55.) 

‘The unchangeableness of the law of Sinai, 
the fulfilment of prophecy; the living 
power of the words of Christ and the ex- 
perience of redemption are not mere say-so. 
They are not theories or philosophic dreams. 
They are facts, easily to be verified. Who- 
ever denies them, is either a great igno- 
ramus or an arrogant liar! 

Whence the power of the Bible? Who 
accounts for its influence which like a ham- 
mer breaks the defiant heart of man? It 
certainly does not offer flattery. It does 
not laud our wonderful accomplishments. 
It has no eulogies for our arts or sciences! 
Humanity has ever been prone to bask in 
its own sunshine, to admire its own en- 
lightenment. Buddha, Mahomet and Con- 
fucius taught that we had power to save 
ourselves. But the Bible squarely contra- 
dicts our self-esteem: ‘By the works of the 
law no fiesh is justified.” Again it says 
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“The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men to see, if there were any 
that did not understand and seek God. 
They are all gone aside: there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one!” (Psalm 14:3.) 

What does the Bible require of us? “Thou 
shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy 
heart!” For “He is thy life.” (Deut. 
(30:20.) The fact that God is our life is 
given as the reason of our love. Surely 
there was no life in the doleful religion of 
the Hindoo, in the dread of the gods felt 
by Roman and Greek, in the bloody sacri- 
fices of Tyre and Carthage, of Aztecs and 
Chinese, nor in the godless doings of our 
modern “Christian” nations. Nothing but 
death! Nor can I find in any mythology or 
religion any kind of a command that people 
should “love” an idol or a god. The sages 
of Greece never spoke of “‘the love of Jove.” 
Agnosticism surely does not have any 
affection for “the Supreme Energy.” 
Modern theology cannot possibly love a god 
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incapable of answering prayer. What is 
the use of a god who neither loves nor in- 
spires love? But on the other hand, how 
miserable is man without God! A homeless 
orphan the atheist wanders through life. 
Creation is chaos to him, for he knows not 
its origin nor its destiny. The world to him 
seems rounded by death and Old Night. A 
defiant attitude, we admit—can it offer 
strength and consolation? Can it help us 
to bear our burdens? Can it sustain us in 
the shadow of the approaching grave? 
Never! As a matter of fact we cannot 
properly love our fellowmen without loving 
God. Our philanthropies have no sufficient 
foundation. We may be “good fellows,” of 
course, while we are having things our own — 
way; we may seem perfectly satisfied, even 
in our conceit, but the mirage will fade. 
The charming Fata Morgana which pictured 
palaces and palm trees all around us will be 
swept away by the hot Simoon of the desert, 
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and we will be “left alone and thirsting in 
a land of sand and thorns.” 

Man cannot live without some God. If 
he fails to accept the true one, he is sure to 
choose a false one. Very often he rears an 
altar to himself, offering gold and the 
flowers of sensual pleasure to the great Ego- 
Baal amid the frankincense of art, science 
and culture. But, alas, the soul remains 
' empty. 

Man’s stature must be measured by the 
size of his God. Show me your God and I 
will show you who you are. 

Now look at the God of the Bible. To 
mortal eyes He unveils a part of His glory. 
The fullness thereof is only known to Him- 
self, says Calvin. What a grand picture 
- that of God appearing to Isaiah! “The hem 
of His garment filled the temple and the 
threshold trembled at the sound of the Holy, 
Holy, Holy!” Again He is seen by Ezekiel 
“carried by cherubim” together with the 
heavenly spheres that flash light into the 
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universe. Daniel records his vision. He 
speaks of the “Ancient of days” whose 
throne was made of flames of fire. Ten 
thousand times ten thousand were bending 
before Him in worship; and the books of 
judgment were opened. How sublime 
Jehovah revealing Himself in the New 
Testament as the conqueror of Death, his 
“eyes flames of fire and his countenance 
radiant as the sun and seven stars in his 
right hand.” In his overwhelming presence 
even the beloved disciple fell to the ground 
as one dead. A different Deity, indeed, than 
your marble Jove or your ivory Minerva, 
chiseled by Phidias! Here is more than 
mere matter; here is spirit and life! Or 
shall we mention the somnolent Buddha, 
the repulsive caricatures of Babylon and 
India? Shall we recall the horrible Baal- 
Moloch of Carthage; of Witzlipochtli, clam- 
oring for Mexican blood? These images 
simply expressed the low idea of God enter- 
tained by different people. The Jews were — 
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told not to make unto themselves any graven 
image. Thus they realized the distance be- 
tween God and any part of His creation. 
Whenever Jehovah appeared, thunder and 
lightning, clouds and flames of fire were 
merely the hem of his garment. Where do 
you find among the marble gods of Greece 
any touch of mercy, forgiveness of sins or 
sympathy for the distressed? Though our 
poets have spoken of them in glowing terms, 
can they discover in ancient mythologies 
any records telling of Jove taking away the 
sins of the world or of Apollo assuring his 
priests that he would raise them from the 
dead? 

Infinitely superior to the deity of modern 
thought which powerlessly and listessly has 
some shadowy existence is the God of the 
Bible! He is described as an everlasting 
fountain of life; as the light whence 
emanates the universe; as “a cause of all 
causes,” to use a phrase of Cicero; as “a 
God above all inferior divinities,” in the 
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language of ancient Egypt; as a Creator 
who is enthroned above creation, omniscient 
and omnipotent; prescribing the course of 
the planets and the activity of the tiniest 
microbe; as the all-seeing eye, searching the 
hearts of all human beings on the face of the 
elobe, to his enemies a consuming fire, to 
those that love Him a sun of righteousness! 
“Understand ye brutish among the people! 
And ye fools, when will ye be wise? He 
that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He 
that formed the eye, shall he not see? He 
that chastiseth the heathen, shall he not 
correct?” (Ps. 94:8-9.) Millions of toilers, 
consecrated by the sweat of their brow; of 
mothers awaiting the return of the prodi- 
gal; of innocent children, of broken old 
men; of poor and lonely ones extend to him 
hands of ardent supplication: ‘Help us, 
O Lord!” From pole to pole ascend to 
heaven the prayers and sighs of suffering 
humanity; from temples and churches and 
little meeting houses, from mosques and 
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cathedrals, from tomb-stones and hermit- 
ages; from the wild and untrodden forest 
of Brazil and from the cities of India; from 
the granite cliffs of Japan and from the 
frozen plains of Greenland. Is it thinkable 
that the God who created us and implanted 
into our souls the infinite longing after Him 
and His truth, would remain cold, indif- 
ferent and irresponsive, whiling away 
eternities in listless apathy? I have my 
opinion about a man satisfied with such a 
divinity ! 

Has God human qualities? This would 
be turning things upside down. We should 
rather say: Man has divine qualities! 
Verily not of human origin are the inborn 
ideas of the good, the true and the beautiful, 
of love and of infinite longing. Our love 
is but a spark from the fire of God’s all en- 
folding affections; our sense of justice but 
a grain of sand on the shore of eternal 
justice; our bursts of fury but a caricature 
of His holy wrath of sin; our affinity to light 


(6) 


and life and love but an adumbration of the 
eternal prototype in the heart of the 
Almighty! 

Surely the sham-gods of modern times are 
in no wise superior to heathen images and 
idols. Instead of wood and stone our age 
worships fire-mists and fog, matter and 
force. The ancient people had at least some 
concrete idea which though erroneous seems 
preferable to the empty phrases of our 
“scientific” religionists. I would rather 
worship the rusty sword of Attila’s Huns 
than bow in reverence to the “almighty 
dollar,” to the goddesses of honor, fashion, 
amusement, who tyrannize the souls of 
millions. O ye children of this world, can 
you pray to such divinities at the hour of 
death, when the physician whispers to those 
surrounding your bed that the end has 
come? The Christian has a “God who daily 
loadeth us with benefits, even the Lord of 
our salvation.” (Ps. 68:19.) 


Consider the revelation of God in the New 
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Testament. There we do not find any mani- 
festation recalling the image of Jehovah. 
In Christ there was “neither comeliness nor 
beauty.” What does this signify? It gives 
expression to our own degraded appearance 
inthe eyes of God. But, on the other hand, 
as we see the same Jesus who calmed the 
storm washing the feet of His disciples we 
have the ideal of what we should be. Thus 
we have a striking combination of humility 
and power. Do you find that among the 
gods of the ancients? Whenever they 
lowered themselves to the human level, they 
did so for purposes of immortality. Do you 
know of one of them that might be called 
“sinless?” Compare with them the God of 
the Bible who so loved the world that He 
gave His Son and, sinless Himself, bore the 
sins of humanity, reconciling the world to 
Himself! The divinities of Greece, being 
sinful themselves and subject to inexorable 
fate, how impotent they are to save the 
world! 
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There is but one true God—the God of 
the Bible! 


What according to scriptural teaching is 
the final destiny of man? This is the lead- 
ing question. Why does the common laborer 
endure the heat and burden of the day? 
Because he looks forward toward the even- 
ing, when he shall be rewarded. Why do 
people descend into stone-quarries with 
hammer and chisel? Because they dream. 
of the temple, the palace, the mounment 
which is to be. Why does the scholar work 
night and day to finish his volume? That 
he might be remembered by posterity. Thus 
humanity longs to be somehow rewarded for 
its struggles of more than six thousand 
years. It hopes to reach some definite goal, 
some rest after its labors, some final desti- 
nation. That is, why millions are doing 
good; why the guilt-laden offer sacrifices; 
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why all races have religions pointing the 
path to somewhere. 

What does the Bible teach along this line? 
What is the ultimate aim foreshadowed in 
its pages? The Christian more even than 
the man of the world is impressed with the 
incongruity of the present life. Just be- 
cause we are weighed down under the vanity 
of all our pleasures, we experience more 
keenly the thirst which no earthly fountain 
can quench and the hunger too deep for 
perishable food. Thus Paul exclaims: “If 
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable!” (1 Cor. 
15:19.) The Bible speaks of the new heaven 
and the new earth. 

Races as well as individuals have a con- 
science and a more or less adequate idea of 
good and evil which finds expression in their 
laws. And just as we have seen that there 
never has been a people without a God, 
without prayer and without sacrifices, so we 
find a universal belief in heaven and hell. 
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Travelers tell us that the Patagonians die 
without any fear whatever, because they 
have the assurance of a Paradise. The 
North-American Indians speak of the Land 
of ‘“‘Pomenah,” the great “Beyond” whither, 
in a canoe of stone, the soul migrates across 
a Silver lake. The Chinese ask Buddha to 
take them into the Paradise of Mittaba, for 
the philosophic Nirvana is too hazy to be 
desired. Borne down by grief and guilt, 
humanity craves a heaven, a fact strikingly 
ilustrated by the ever recurring hope of 
noted infidels that somehow they may see 
their dead again. Modern “enlightenment” 
is apparently unable to exterminate in the 
human heart this inborn dread of death! 
How grand the view of the Bible of the 
future world! It is natural that unbelief, 
knowing merely a soulless, impotent God 
who like a somnolent Buddha resigns his 
power to the laws of nature, speaks of 
ultimate annihilation. It has nothing to 
offer to the descendants of monkeys who 
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have vainly pursued the study of truth 
Every human discovery and science, all 
hoping, longing, praying, aspiring, termi- 
nating in a heap of dust! A glorious out- 
look, indeed! But the Christian believing 
in an intelligent, loving, planning Creator 
has the blessed assurance, entirely logical, 
that faith, hope and love will reach a grand 
culmination in the fullness of time. 
Indelibly written into every soul is the 
dream of happiness. Is there one solitary 
mortal not desirous to be happy? What is 
the motive of all our scheming, what is the 
aim of humanity? What the promise of our 
reformers, of our sages and religious lead- 
ers? Happiness! Does earth grant it? 
No! Man will never be safe against the 
violence of the elements. He will never 
annul suffering and death. He will never 
establish the peace of the world. He will 
never have peace in his own heart. . Aye, 
even if he could; if he could dwell prosper- 
ously in polite society and in an improved 


81 


state of nature he would still remain dis- 
satisfied. The human soul is like a divine 
seed cast into the soil of this world. Its 
roots reach down to hell, its branches into 
the heights of heaven. The finite cannot 
hold it. It craves power beyond that of 
Pharaoh and the Roman Caesars; riches 
grander than gold and diamonds; freedom 
unlimited by the laws of nature. Man, this 
atom God enclosed in a grain of dust, 
aspires to Infinitude. He addresses the 
Creator of all the worlds: “My God! Thou 
art mine!” Here lies his destiny, the secret 
of his happiness according to the Bible. 
(Rev. 3:215 2:7.) 

And just as it is the nature of God to 
reveal Himself, just as it is natural for the 
sun to shine, so man craves to radiate his 
being. How we try to appear good and true 
and righteous! Even this impulse becomes 
consecrated in the prophecies of the Bible. 
The just shall shine as the sun, we are told, 
and shall share the throne with Christ. 


82 


(Rev. 3:21.) Logical and rational in every 
respect is the heaven of Christianity! 

Is God just? I tell you a God without 
justice would be a devil. Even the atheist 
speaks of “justice ;” the nations battle for a 
“just cause.” Why this categorical impera- 
tive, this inborn knowledge of right and 
wrong. Surely it must emanate from God. 
Will not a just God mete out justice to those 
who failed to receive it on earth? Will He 
not eventually punish evil and reward 
righteousness? “Leave hope behind” is the 
doleful advice given by infidelity to its ad- 
herents, “beyond the grave you will find no 
more justice than you found here.”’ But the 
Christian believes in a God who will wipe 
all tears from his eyes. God will remember 
those who hungered and thirsted after 
righteousness. Look at both creeds. Which 
is more logical, which more consoling? 

God is almighty. If He were not, He 
would bow down to something superior to 
Himself and that something would be the 
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true God. He is also a God of intelligent 
design. This can be seen in the nature of 
the tiniest organism ever viewed through 
the microscope! He is also a God of beauty. 
‘How beautiful even this world that has 
swung out of its appointed orb! Has not 
God implanted into our soul the sense of the 
beautiful? For what purpose? We can 
never believe that this beauty-loving God 
will demolish His own creation consigning 
to dust and oblivion the world of his own 
creation. Nor will He leave the glorious 
palace unfinished. What will keep Him 
from completing the structure, from leading 
to a grand consummation the fragments of 
the present. Even heathen thinkers like 
Plato and Seneca, aye, Goethe would have 
ue believe that ‘all things transient are but 
a symbol.” A symbol of what? Of the 
Eternal! Death rests on the presupposition 
of life; the imperfect, even phraseologically, 
on the presupposition of the perfect. Our 
very grief over the tree that withers, the 
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flower that fades, the beauty that vanishes 
illustrates the truth that there must be 
flowers that do not fade, trees that do not 
wither, beauties that do not vanish. Says 
Baader: “The true evidence of water is 
thirst.” For “if that which is done away 
was glorious, much more that which remain- 
eth is glorious.” (2 Cor. 3:11.) 

The prince of lies would have us believe 
that there is no such a thing as a heaven. 
But is there even a shadow of an evidence 
for such an assertion? No; it is the height 
of absurdities to deny the existence of 
heaven or of the angels. For how can reason 
speak of things it knows nothing of? But 
the arguments of arrogant stupidity are 
most curious: “Because I see millions of 
living creatures around me and because the 
microscope has revealed millions, hitherto 
unknown to the human eye, I am convinced 
that there can be no creatures invisible.” 

Because the atheistic scientist is forced to 
accept some powerful aether as the creative 
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principle of the universe, he also finds him- 
self obliged to deny the existence of superior 
beings! Because my soul moves and con- 
trols the present body it cannot possibly 
after death move and control another kind 
of a body! Because God, if there be one, 
created this present world, He cannot pos- 
sibly create a new one! Because He designed 
laws of nature, He cannot possibly change 
them! And just as a blind man would deny 
the light of the stars and insist on saying: 
“T do not see them; I deny that they are 
there,” so unbelief proclaims aloud “there is 
no heaven; I do not believe it; I do not want 
to believe it.” 

There are also Christians whose faith in 
heaven needs bracing up. They take the 
clear and concrete teaching of the Bible and 
obscure it by foggy abstractions. The future 
world becomes so hazy in their definitions 
that it is not only unattractive but alto- 
gether unscriptural. Did not Christ have a 
tangible body after death, eating fish and 
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honey with His disciples? O ye fools and 
slow to believe! Christ speaks of ‘many 
mansions” in His Father’s house, of a 
golden city radiant with light and we sub- 
stitute some abode without space! Christ 
promises us a life in “aeons of aeons” and 
we speak of a timeless eternity! Christ says 
we shall drink of ‘“‘the fruit of the vine” and 
we imagine some immaterial feast! The 
Bible tells us of the whole creation waiting 
for the revealing of the sons of God; 
(Romans 8:19) but Christians there are 
who have never given a thought to this 
profound revelation. Read the fourth 
chapter of Revelation and see with the in- 
spired writer how all creatures in heaven 
above and in the earth beneath and in the 
water under the earth are glorifying the 
lamb that sitteth upon the throne. These 
are biblical pictures of heaven, clear, con- 
crete, convincing! 

How weak, little, inadequate the current 
view of heaven! Only when sorrow comes, 
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we long to be there. Ordinarily we would 
much prefer to stay here. We seek honors 
and pleasures, make ourselves entirely at 
home. We should thank God that by an 
occasional cross placed on our shoulders 
He raises our viewpoint to higher thoughts. 
Earth is no permanent abode for the soul. 
The biblical heaven is the only satisfactory 
solution of all the problems within and 
around us. 

And as the good will reach its perfect 
consummation, so evil too must meet its 
final doom. What a mystery—the problem 
of evil! Who explains its origin? Why 
does God permit it? In vain have great 
men like Pascal, Calvin and Augustin tried 
to explain its meaning. We are dealing 
with one of God’s own mysteries and no 
human wisdom can find the clew to its 
hidden significance. Let us exclaim with 
David: “I will be silent and not open my 
mouth; thou doest all things well.” 

But there can be no misunderstanding as 
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to scriptural teaching along this line. We 
stated above that the imperfection of this 
world rests on the presupposition of per- 
fection. For surely our earth is by no means 
perfect, nor is it the “best possible’ world 
as a modern philosopher would have us be- 
lieve. Now the same logic which forces us 
to argue from the imperfection of this world 
to a possible perfection of the same, compels 
us to accept the existence of a power which 
being hostile to perfection is back of the 
manifestation of imperfection. The evil one 
is not a gaseous element floating about. 
There is no hatred without a mind that 
hates, there is no will unless there be some- 
one that wills. There can be no evil without 
a devil. It is equally foolish to assume that 
man is the origin of evil. For death, poison 
and suffering permeate all creation down to 
the tiniest mosquito. Man could not pos- 
sibly cause the collision of stars, the catas- 
trophes of nature. There must be a force 
superior to man who in defiance of the good 
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conceived evil, who in defiance of life 
thought of death. How blind we are when 
we fail to recognize behind the horror of our 
sins the demoniac power dragging us down! 
Satan’s chief triumph consists in the fact 
that he makes us deny his existence. But 
the Bible teaches hell as plainly as it teaches 
heaven. Hell is the inexorable result of evil 
just as heaven is the inevitable culmination 
of the good. 

This dogma is naturally repulsive to 
modern doubt. It is unmodern to believe in 
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. (Matthew 25:41.) Even 
“Christians” would argue against it. But 
what we believe or do not believe cannot 
alter facts. The godless can experience hell 
on earth. Let them look into the blackness 
of their own souls. There the worm does 
not die and the fire is not quenched. Can 
you read of the hellish hatred of man 
against man, of their horrible revenge; of 
mediaeval tortures; of those who were 
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gloating over the agony of tormented 
victims without shuddering at the thought 
of a hell where the secrets of all hearts shall 
be revealed? For hatred is as strong as 
death and binds the wicked together with 
everlasting chains. A Russian folk-song 
describes the meeting in hell of father and 
son. The son accuses his father of having 
trained him in deceit and theft, in adultery 
and murder. The father replies, cursing 
his son for the unjust accusation. They 
clinch in horrible hatred. What a sugges- 
tion of hell and its unutterable terrors. We 
think of its endless duration and shudder. 

Christians believe in eternal life, infidels 
in eternal death. They are both right. 
“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life.” (Romans 6:23.) Some 
day we shall hear the voice of thunder: 
Enter to the life eternal! Go away, ye 
cursed! Divine logic and divine justice! 
“Why will ye die, O house of Israel? For 
I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
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dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye!” (Ez. 18:32.) 


Where is there a book to be compared 
with the Bible! Beginning with the crea- 
tion of angels and archangels and with the 
advent of man, it reviews human history on 
earth and closes with the establishment of 
the new heaven and the new earth. It re- 
veals the heart and will of God Almighty, 
foretels the fate of the great nations 
strengthens the weak, comforts the heavy- 
Jaden, cautions against the power of dark- 
ness, points the way to light. Compare the 
Bible with your masterpieces in literature. 
Our great poets deal merely with earthly 
things, with the wisdom of their own par- 
ticular age, with sections of human events. 

But how ungratefully we have received 
God’s revelation! ‘You have been stubborn 
against Jehovah as long as I know you” 
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says Moses to the Jews. It applies to us 
also. What have we done with God’s 
creation which He entrusted to our care? 
The light of the eye by which we should 
look up and adore the Creator we have 
obscured with visions of the ugly, the base 
and the degrading. The voice by which we 
should utter words of kindness, of love and 
consolation we have employed in the ser- 
vice of slander and hatred. The earth on 
which there is room for all of God’s children 
we have made the object of our petty strife. 
Of the juice of the plant we have distilled 
poisonous drugs and intoxicating drinks; 
poor beasts have been barbarously treated ; 
gold and diamonds have become tools of our 
vanity. But worst of all is man’s inhu- 
manity to man. Think of the inquisition, 
the bloody wars, the studied arts of torture, 
the burning of witches, the slaughter of the 
innocents, the unmentionable crimes of 
cruelty between man and man! Surely we 
have abused our heritage! 
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But God never failed to send His servants 
to warn, to plead, to exhort. “And again he 
sent unto them another servant; and at him 
they cast stones, and wounded him in the 
head, and sent him away shamefully 
handled.” This is a well known fact of 
history. Humanity has ever persecuted its 
benefactors, its leaders, prophets and true 
friends. ‘Having yet therefore one son, his 
well beloved, he sent him also last unto 
them, saying, they will reverence my son. 
But these husbandmen said among them- 
selves, This is the heir; come let us kill him. 
And they took him and killed him and cast 
him out of the vineyard.” (Mark 12:4-8.) 
O God of patience and long suffering! How 
could’st Thou endure this sight! With 
flaming fire from heaven Thou could’st have 
consumed the thankless race like straw and 
stubble! Aye, if Thou hadst but kept the 
tiny plant from reproduction, Thou 
would’st have forced humanity to the brink 
of starvation and in but a brief time con- 
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vinced them that all their arts and sciences, 
their commerce and their industry are as 
naught when Thy hand is withdrawn. But 
ever merciful “Thou makest thy sun to shine 
on the just and on the unjust; thy rain to 
fall on the good and the evil!” 

Considering the nature of the human 
heart we can hardly wonder at its attitude 
toward the Bible. When told that God 
made heaven and earth, we say “this is im- 
possible!’ When assured of the love of the 
heavenly Father, we declare “we prefer to 
be orphans.” When reading that God 
reconciled the world with Himself, we shake 
our heads. When we hear of heaven, we 
ridicule it. This arrogant spirit of denial 
is flung into the face of God by His miser- 
able creature. The child of dust defies the 
Lord of heaven. Shall not such “hard 
words which godless sinners speak against 
the Lord” be punished? But enough of 
these mockers “whom the god of this world 
has blinded.” (2 Cor. 4:3.) 
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Others there are who while not hating 
God, are eternally finding fault with His 
sacred Book. Instead of rejoicing in the 
glad tidings that God sent His Son for the 
redemption of the world, they indulge in 
foolish arguments. In what way is the Bible 
inspired, they query. How can God speak, 
if He has no mouth? He surely cannot 
appear in human form. Such things are not 
compatible with our reason. We have 
mentioned some objections made to the re- 
port of the creation. The fact remains that 
science has not disproven a single statement 
relative to the seven days of Creation. 
Bearing in mind that the Bible was written 
for all ages and all people, we must not be 
surprised that it uses current terms of 
speech rather than scientific ones. It speaks | 
of the rising and the setting of the sun as 
does every great literary work in spite of 
Galileo and Copernicus. Or shall we con- 
demn the Bible because it speaks plainly 
and without circumlocution of the vileness 
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of man? Shall we in the name of polite 
society criticise its frank and artless style? 
O ye hypocrites, how often ye do those very 
things of which you hesitate to speak! 
Astronomy will tell you that photographs 
of our very deeds are constantly being taken 
and preserved by universal waves of light; 
that a cosmic phonograph is recording our . 
every word! When you read the plain speech 
of the Bible,examine your own hearts, lest ye 
be condemned at the judgment seat of Him 
who seeth all things and will accuse you of 
your double dealing! Or shall we find fault 
with the long genealogies of the Bible? 
Most people think that their’s is the only 
generation of any importance. But in the 
mind of God nothing is transient, nothing 
forgotten. The recording of these names 
illustrates that death does not destroy in- 
dividuality. In the last day the roll-call 
will be read again, eternal importance at- 
taching to every name. 

Ever recurring is the argument that 
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“miracles are impossible ;” that living in the 
twentieth century people cannot possibly be- 
lieve in Christ calming the storm or walking 
on the sea. I call attention to the fact that 
this objection is generally raised among in- 
ferior minds and that such eminent thinkers 
as Luther, Goethe or Bismarck had no diffi- 
culty at all accepting the factuality of 
miracles. Some of our critics who cannot 
possibly believe that Christ rose from the 
dead, would not for any money be seated 
with thirteen around the dinner table! 

We admit that it is difficult to argue 
about miracles with modern skeptics. We 
have our noses so close to the earth, seeking 
gold and silver among the rubbish of the 
street, that we have lost the art of looking 
up in adoration and worship! The hum and 
bustle of commerce has jarred the melodies 
of the soul. We have grown calloused and 
hard. Studying exclusively material things, 
we have been weaned from spiritual facts. 
How absurd the argument that miracles are 
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conflicting with the laws of nature! Do we 
know these laws? We know small fractions 
of them, isolated paragraphs. But ask 
Professor Tyndall when he speaks of oceans 
of miracles all around us; ask a materialist 
like Buechner who declares that it ‘is the 
boundless conceit of humanity which calls 
the inexplicable impossible.” Every day 
new laws, new forces are being discovered. 
Theories of sound, of light, of electricity 
are in a continual state of transition. And 
while it is admitted that there is apparently 
a marvelous uniformity of laws in the 
known universe, it is also conceded by 
eminent scientists that on other planets, 
favored by greater forces of light, warmth 
and electricity, entirely different phe- 
nomena than those known on our earth are 
likely to take place. It would doubtless 
surprise the inhabitants of the barren moon 
to learn that on our planet formations of 
white and yellow are daily producing 
winged life of greatest diversity. Or will 
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they deny this report because it is “miracu- 
lous” and therefore “unreliable?” How dare 
we assert that the dead cannot rise! If God 
can scatter some 130,000 souls every day 
upon this earth and endow each with a dif- 
ferent body, shall He not be able to resur- 
rect what has already existed as well as 
create entirely new existences? Who will 
deny miracles in the presence of little plants 
which out of rain and earth produce mil- 
lions of seeds by which are nourished mil- 
lions of men? 

Or consider the human soul. What a 
miracle! If the materialist is right when 
he says that nothing that is immaterial can 
produce any effect upon the material, how 
do you account for the ease with which the 
soul manipulates the body? It is true that 
my thoughts cannot raise a pebble, but it 
can burst the bounds of time and space and 
produce effects of love and hatred beyond 
“the law of nature” which indicates that a 
thing cannot produce effect where it has no 
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existence. Dreams are inexplicable inas- 
much as we cannot account for the human 
soul seeing without eyes, hearing without 
ears and distinguishing objects without 
light. Presentiments which have been 
proven to be factual are beyond our compre- 
hension, for how can man know the future? 
The parting of the soul from the body is 
also a miracle, for if science teaches the 
preservation of force, where is that force 
when it has left the human frame? Thus our 
soul is really beyond the “laws of nature.” 
Or shall we argue that because we witness 
the peculiarities of the soul, they are no 
doubt in tune with current laws of nature? 
This is a mere hypothesis. The activity of 
the soul which is the very breath of God is 
a direct and continuous emanation of God. 
“Love is the flame of Jehovah,” says the 
song of Solomon. O man, denying miracles, 
thou carriest the miracle in thine own 
bosom and art a miracle thyself! 

For stupid people all things not yet ex- 
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perienced are miracles. The thinker finds a 
miracle even in what is called the common- 
place! Christianity is nothing without its 
miracles. It is a miracle when God fulfills 
your prayers. A religion without the belief 
in divine interference is unthinkable. In- 
fidels may continue to deny miracles. They 
hear not Moses and the prophets. Neither 
would they believe, if one should rise from 
the dead. But they cannot say that their 
attitude is scientific. It is strictly a personal 
affair. And yet how many there are who 
while denying biblical miracles cling obsti- 
nately to worn-out superstitions connected 
with the dealing of cards, the lifting of 
tables and spirit-raps of doubtful origin! | 

Utterly untenable is also the position of 
modern theology when it deprives the Bible 
of its historical marrow and leaves naught 
but an empty shell. And what does it sub- 
stitute for the old faith? It offers a God 
who, powerlessly caged in His universe, 
fails to hear our prayers. It denies the 
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Trinity, the doctrine of inspiration, the 
Divinity of Christ. However there is noth- 
ing new in its theories. It is Celsus, Arius 
and Pelagius warmed up. Even the Sadu- 
cees who said “there is no resurrection” 
have prior claims. What possible benefit 
can we derive from a God who has no wrath 
toward sin, no joy over righteousness and 
pays no heed to human struggles! 

Renan declares that “reason is the only 
-authority.” I suppose when our critics 
speak of reason, they mean their own par- 
ticular reason. What a depth of arrogance! 
Did you ever know of two thinkers who 
agreed? Of two biblical critics who would 
edit the same Bible critically sifted? Let 
us remember the reason of the fathers of the 
church, the apostles and the prophets which 
was marvelously harmonious! The Higher 
Criticism denies the authority of the Bible. 
The Bible denies the authority of the Higher 
Criticism. “The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God,” says Paul, 
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‘neither can he know them for they are 
spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14.) Even 
Lessing admits ‘‘what would be the value of 
a revelation which failed to reval anything, 
offering merely what reason might discover.” 
A true revelation is superreasonable. “I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise; and — 
will bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. Where is the wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this 
world? Hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world?” (1 Cor. 19:20.) 
Luther writing to Spalatin affirms “there is 
no interpreter of the scriptures save its 
author which is God,” and again “the Bible 
without any kind of commentary is the sun- 
light whence all theologians ‘receive the 
truth.” 

Let us look for results! What kind of 
Christians have been created by modern 
theology? What power does the new relig- 
ion offer, what solace in sorrow, what as- 
surance in death? Alas, the very question 
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reveals the mockery of such a creed. We 
need no human confirmations of the truth 
of the Bible. The spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness that the scriptures are the “words of 
eternal life.” 

All such denials lead to chaos and con- 
fuion, obscure our vision, weaken the mind, 
dry up the soul and alienate us from the 
God whose essence is “yes and amen.” 
Liberty of research is commendable, but all 
liberty has its limit. If not, it is anarchism. 
Let our theologians search the Scriptures, 
but when they teach young clergymen to 
look down upon the faith of our fathers and 
to denounce the doctrines to which they 
have been pledged, we have a case of treason 
no less offensive than the betrayal of the 
fatherland by a soldier who pleads “per- 
sonal liberty!” But this is the age of doubt 
and a subsequent revolt against all ordi- 
nances, human and divine. Parliament, 
Reichstag and Congress try to stem the 
stream of destruction. In the French 
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Chamber of Deputies a minister recently 
exclaimed: ‘“‘We have emancipated human 
consciences from the influence of faith; we 
have extinguished stars in our horizon 
which can never be relighted.” What is 
the result? Since the introduction of non- 
religious schools juvenile crime has been 
quadrupled in the French republic. O ye 
statesmen and leaders of reform, when will 
you see that the foundation of successful 
government is the Rock of Ages? ‘Who- 
soever shall fall on this stone, shall be 
broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder.” (Matt. 21:44.) 
Considering the universal unrest, the spirit 
of doubt and despondency, feverish prepara- 
tion for war on the one hand and peace 
congress on the other, the passing of sacred 
traditions, the waning respect of children 
for their parents, the social problem rising 
hydra-headed above the maelstrom of 
modern life—I say, considering all these 
things, we cannot understand how our age 
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can talk so boastfully of its wonderful prog- 
ress and enlightenment. What a discord 
between appearance and facts, words and 
deeds! If we had only attained a tenth 
part of our claims, the race would live 
under peaceful laws in prosperity and con- 
tentment. As a matter of fact the great 
nations hate and envy each other. To for- 
eign people, barbarous and ignorant, we 
offer whiskey and opium in exchange for 
sheep and oxen. From our universities we 
proclaim the Gospel of Agnosticism. Our 
great cities, headquarters of commerce and 
enlightenment, harbor whole seas of misery. 
O you proud sons of the twentieth century; 
your curse consists in your ignorance of 
God. Your commerce without God; your 
science without God, your progress without 
God, your pedagogy without God .. . itis 
naught but a house of cards soon to be 
blown down by the storm-wind of approach- 
ing doom! 

To sum up. The Bible is a Divine Revela- 
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tion, the Word of the Creator to His crea- 
tures, of the Father to His children. It 
points the way to eternal life. ‘“‘The mystery 
of Christ is revealed unto the holy apostles 
and prophets.” (Eph. 3:5.) We further 
assert that the Holy Spirit from time to 
time inspired human beings to utter Divine 
Truths either as words of God: “Behold I 
put my Word into thy mouth” (Is. 51:16; 
Jer. 1:9) ; or as prophetic revelations : “I, the 
Lord, have spoken by the prophets, I have 
multiplied visions, and used similitudes by 
the ministry of the prophets” (Hos. 12:10) ; 
or used them as reporters of historic events : 
“Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet. 1:21.) Such 
inspiration did not turn the writers into 
mere mouth-pieces. While they submitted 
to divine influences their own individuality 
was not only retained, but wonderfully 
transfigured. Their vision was clarified. 
Their powers were increased. In His own 
Providence God arranged that the Bible 
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should be properly composed and preserved 
for all races. Its present form is not a mat- 
ter of chance. The whole Bible must be 
believed, the Song of Solomon as well as the 
Sermon on the Mount, the Book of Daniel 
as well as the Psalms! Woe to him who 
adds or detracts! (Rev. 22:18-19.) There 
are only two fundamental miracles reported 
in the Bible. The creation of the world and 
the redemption of it through the incarna- 
tion of the Son. Whosoever believes these 
two great facts, will not stumble over any 
of the minor events reported in the sacred 
volume. Those who deny the Bible, really 
deny an omnipotent God. 

We also assert that we must believe in 
the Deity of Jesus. It is not enough to 
admire Him as a great teacher. “He that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar, 
for he believeth not the record that God 
gave his Son.” (1 John 5:10.) Christ is 
“the image of the invisible God; by Him 
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were created all things that are in heaven 
and that are in earth.” (1 Col. 1:15.) 

How should we read the Bible? With a 
childlike faith. (Matt. 18:3.) But should 
we not add human scholarship. No, for 
“the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
unto God.” We do not need archaeological 
and geological confirmation of biblical 
truths. Long before archaeology and 
geology were known, people have had the 
faith and been saved by it. When Satan 
questioned the Bible, Christ merely replied: 
“It is written.” This evidence suffices. We 
can criticise only what is beneath us. Who- 
ever criticises a subject, puts himself above 
it. “Desiring to be teachers of the law, 
understanding neither what they say nor 
whereof they affirm.” (1 Tim.1:7.) Paul 
cautions Christians against this hyper- 
critical attitude: ‘‘Avoid foolish questions, 
and genealogies, and contentions, and striv- 
ings about the law; for they are unprofitable 
and vain.” (Titus 3:9.) There are certainly 
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very great problems in the Bible, but who- 
ever reads it, child or grown-up, cultured or 
untaught can find in it enough for his soul’s 
salvation. Remember the great vistas of 
heavenly truths which are unfolded in its 
pages and pray that God’s spirit, promised 
to all who seek it, may guide you in the 
searching of the Scriptures. ‘Even the 
Spirit of truth; he will guide you into all 
truth.” (John 16:13.) Let us firmly be- 
lieve the Word of God! Our works are not 
required; but we must confess the Lord be- 
fore angels and men. Abraham believed 
and was justified by his faith. There is no 
use arguing with mocking infidelity. We 
should not cast that which is holy before 
the dogs. We should not discuss light with 
a blind man. Let us admit that our belief 
is not modern. It never has been modern. 
Even in the days of Christ the Pharisees 
and scribes refused to believe. In your sins 
and sorrows, aye, in the hour of death this 
faith will rise above you like a star. Truly 
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wise is he who impressed with the nothing- 
ness of earth and its transient glory, bases 
his hope on an eternal foundation! Our 
critics are miserable sinners; sadness in 
their eyes, bitterness in their souls, even 
though they seem jolly and full of good 
cheer. Their souls are dark. Consider the 
increasing host of suicides. Riches take 
wings; health passes; fortune is_ fickle. 
Trust not in this world. For if in later 
years you should accuse it of having ruined 
your life, you will receive the reply: “What 
is that to us; see thou to it.” 

O child of eternity, bow not to the idols 
of time! Ever changing like the clouds are 
the fads of the day. What is fashionable 
now, will be antiquated tomorrow. There 
is but one Rock amid the roaring waves of 
chance and change. It is the Word of God. 
Immovable it stands, while generations rise 
and fall. It cares not about public opinion, 
about the fury of its enemies, about the 
advance of science. It is not a creature of 
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Time. It comes from God. It may not 


solve all mysteries; it leaves unanswered 
many a question. But can the wise men of 


this world do away with problems? Speak- 
ing of Buddhism which has taken captive 
so many drifting souls, Chamberlain justly 
declares: ‘Buddha embodies the senility of 
a civilization which had arrived at the limit 
of its culture.” We say the same of all 
modern philosophies and theosophies. They 
express impotent thoughts and vainly try 
to offer a substitute for the lost Gospel. 
Well for the Christian who knows what and 
in whom he believes! He has life everlasting 
and the light of heaven in a hopeless world. 
“And the voice said, Cry. And he said, 
What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, but the Word of our God shall stand 
forever!” (Isa. 40:6-8.) 
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